Programme - Kirkenes Conference 2015

Wednesday the 4. february 2015

11.00:
Registration and lunch 

13.00:
Welcome to Kirkenes

Mayor Cecilie Hansen, Sør-Varanger municipality

Cultural event

Theme section 1
The political development in the northern region
13.15:
 Opening speech
Minister of Foreign Affairs Børge Brende

13.35:
Positive development in Murmansk Oblast
Governor Marina Kovtun, Murmansk Oblast

13.55:
Opportunities and challenges in North-Finland
Governor Mika Riipi, Lapland County Council
14.15:
Trade and business life when law became an arena for foreign affairs policy

Chairman Liv Monica Stubholt, Norwegian Russian Chamber of Commerce
14.35:
To what extent does the geopolitical development affect business relations between Norway and Russia? 

The head of the Trade Representation of the Russian Federation in Norway Tamara Chernysheva

14.55:
Break

Theme section 2
Industrial development

15.10:
Is there any reason to believe that current oil prices will result on oil and gas development in the Barents sea?


Director Kjell Giæver, Petro Arctic 

15.30:
Lundin’s focus on the northern region

Head of external relations Frøydis Eldevik, Lundin

15.50:
Mineral industry is shaking 

Development director Harald Martinsen, Sydvaranger Gruve AS

16.10:
What must be done to obtain increased cross-border tourism cooperation in the northern region? 

CEO Arne Trengereid, Nord-Norsk Reiseliv AS

16.30:
Break for coffee with some snacks

Theme section 3 
Competence development

16.50: 
How is the Arctic University in Tromsø prepared to meet business challenges in the region?



Rector Anne Husebekk, University in Tromsø

17.10:
ICT-competence –lack in the North? 

General manager Yngve Bergheim, Ramsalt

17.30:
It is innovation and determination that will develop the region
Director Erik Haugane,SIVA

17.50:
Smooth transition to the Barents Spektakel

18.00:
Opening of the Barents Spektakel

19.00:
Concert 

20.30: 
Dinner

Thursday the 5. february 2015

Theme section 4
The northern region toward 2020

08.30:
How will tomorrow Russia deal with its neighbours in the North? 

Adviser Hans-Wilhelm Steinfeld, Corporatecommunications

09.00:
Does the rapid development in the North run at the expense of the environment and climate? 

Leader Lars Haltbrekken, The Norwegian Society for the Conservation of Nature

09.20:
What steps must Tromsø take to maintain its status as an international centre in the Arctic?




Mayor Jens Johan Hjort, Tromsø municipality
09.40:
How will Finnish Lapland develop its business relationship with North-West Russia?

President Timo Rautajoki, Lapland Chamber of Commerce and Industry

10.00:
 Coffee brake

Theme section 5 
Side view on the northern region

10.30:

 Where gas meets with ore

Director Jørn Eldby, SINTEF Nord

10.50:
Handling of conflicts between traditional and new business enterprises
Mayor Klemet E. Hætta, Kautokeino municipality
11.10:
Is there a separate arctic identity?

PhD Candidate Ingrid A Medbye

11.30:
Has the development of the north met the expectations of 2005 and what challenges face the region in future?

12.00:
Summarising /closing






Head of the Norwegian Barents Secretariat Pia Svensgaard

12.15:
Lunch

